
95%

Bishop’s appeal

Looking for an affordable, faith-based
activity for your kids this summer? Check
out Totus Tuus. We're teaming up with a
few parishes throughout Appleton to
gather kids (grades 1-6 in day program,
grades 7-12 in the evening) together to
have fun, grow in their faith, and make
new friends in active ways. Register and
learn more  here. If you have any
questions or need financial assistance,
reach out to tturba@stmaryparish.org. 

2024 Totus Tuus

Registration

Catholic Trivia-
Just For Fun
Question: What is the outer garment worn
by the priest celebrating Mass called?

(Answer is under the events calendar in the bulletin)

Parish pups

Goal: $65,143

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has
backed the Bishop's appeal. Take a look at the
graph below to monitor our progress towards
the target. Your donation today will bring us
one step closer to reaching our goal. Phoebe popped by last

week to fill in for Fr.
Bill's absence. Her
agenda? Nap, bark, give
Dennis' squirrels some
company, and top it off
with another snooze.

https://stmcath.org/2024-totus-tuus








CELEBRATE
EASTER

St. Mary Parish
312 S. State Street
Appleton WI, 54911

with us!

Let's give a roaring welcome to our newest team member,
Kate Minczeski! Joining us part-time as the Minister of
Adult Disciples, she's a familiar face from our parish. Don't
forget to give her a warm hello when you see her around!

Fresh faces on board! Easter Mail
Did you receive a postcard from St. Mary's during Holy
Week? That's our marketing magic in action! The
positive energy poured in, bringing new faces to our
parish, all thanks to those cheerful postcards
circulating in our neighbourhood.













Mon., April 22, 12:05pm
Tues., April 23, 8:00am 

Wed., April 24, 8:00am
Thur., April 25, 12:05pm 

Sat., April 27, 4:30pm
Sun., April 28, 7:45am
                        9:45am

5:30pm

                         

Mass at St Bernard Parish
Mass at St Bernard Parish w/Fr. Bill
Fr. Michael O’Rourke
Adam Ruh
Eugene Dannecker
Mike O’Connell

Mass Intentions

In Loving Memory
If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be remembered in the bulletin, call the parish
office at 920-739-5119.

Prayer Requests
Contact Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com), Mary Jo Zilisch (920-734-1182) or Ann Walkowski
(920-428-0969) if you have a prayer need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets. 

Monday, April 22
6:30pm Reach More Small Group/Lower Level Room 7
6:30pm New Horizons Jazz Group

Tuesday, April 23
9:00am Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7
2:00pm Rosary Prayer/Church

Wednesday, April 24
9:30am Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7
4:30pm Adoration
5:30pm Beacon Family Night
6:30pm Reach More Small Group/Lower Level Room 7

Thursday, April 25
6:30pm Men’s Group

Friday, April 26
Parish Office Closed
9:00am Friday Morning Meeting/Lower Level Room 7

Saturday, April 27
9:00am Confessions

Sunday, April 28
9:00am Confirmation class 2024/St. Anne Room

Answer to the Catholic Trivia Question:  Chasuble

Events Calendar



 

04.21.24  

In preparation for my participation in the International Meeting for Parish Priests for the Synod in Rome, I was 
asked to do an interview with one of our local TV stations. A reporter and cameraman arrived at the parish 
this past Monday afternoon.  
 
We sat down in the chapel for the interview. I am guessing that we talked together for about 20 minutes and 
kept talking some more after the camera stopped rolling.  
 
All of that spirited conversation was condensed into about a minute to a minute-and-a-half clip on TV. It is a 
mystery to me as to what makes it into the TV story.  
 
Everyone is interested to know how I was selected as one of four Latin Rite Catholic priests to represent the 
priests across our great land in Rome. A Byzantine Rite priest was also selected. 
 
Let it be known that there are hundreds of holy parish priests in our nation who are truly servant leaders and, 
as Pope Francis encourages, have the smell of the sheep on them. These are priests who are close to the 
People of God, tender and compassionate. Every one of them is deserving of the affirmation that the five of us 
feel as we make our way to Rome. It does a person good to feel affirmed! I wish that for our priests 
throughout our Diocese of Green Bay and our nation! 
 
Let it be known, too, that there are hundreds of parishes across our nation, in the spirit of our Saint Mary 
Parish, who strive to be like a field hospital, as Pope Francis says, where all sorts of folk feel welcomed and 
valued. People of God of Saint Mary, pat yourself on the back and feel affirmed in your witness to Jesus! 
 
With a smile on my face, I chuckle when asked, “How were you selected?” and quickly admit, “I have no idea 
whatsoever! I am certain the Holy Spirit played a big part!  The Holy Spirit is always full of surprises!” 
 
Here are some of the other thoughts I shared with the news reporter: 
 

 A blessing of Vatican Council II (1962-65) was the definition of the Church as the People of God. Before 
the Council defined the role of the hierarchy, the Council reiterated that the Holy Spirit is at work in 
every baptized believer. The People of God have a sense of the faith (sensus fidei) as do the Bishops. 
Together people and bishops move forward, always inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

 Saint Pope Paul VI introduced the notion of the synod to the universal Church. Synod is a Greek word 
which means to journey together. [Please, in pronouncing “synod”, it sounds like “sin/od.”] This 



walking together, which observed its 50th anniversary in 2015, is very much an experience of 
collegiality between the bishops and the Pope.  

 Every five years or so, representative bishops from throughout the world would gather in Rome for 
conversations with the Pope on topics vital to the Church. For example, there was a Synod on the 
Eucharist, on the Sacrament of Reconciliation, on the Role of the Bishop, on the Role of the Priest, on 
the Church in Africa, and on the Church in Southeast Asia, just to name a few. These events were very 
scripted and stiff. There was little time set aside for holy conversations. 

 Pope Francis has breathed new life into the synodal process. The Synod on the Family (two sessions), 
on Young People, and on the Church in the Amazon were opened up to include more people than just 
Bishops. The conversations, with Pope Francis’ encouragement, were to be bold, honest, and 
challenging. The Pope invited participants to speak from their hearts and not be worried about what 
the Pope might think. 

 The First Session of the Synod on Synodality, which was held during the month of October 2023, was a 
synod for the history books. Never was there such worldwide consultation among the People of God in 
preparation for the October meeting. Ideally, every Catholic in every part of the world had the 
opportunity to share his or her hopes, joys, and sorrows in regard to the Catholic Church. For the first 
time in the history of the synod, there were about 75 lay people in attendance, and among them were 
lay women (as well as women of religious communities). These women had a voice during the 
meetings that was welcomed and respected. At one of the roundtables, a participant was heard to say, 
“Cardinal, wait. She has not finished speaking!” 

 Throughout the world, the concerns expressed by people again and again centered around giving a 
more prominent role to women in the decision-making of the Church, and being a Church more 
welcoming of divorced and remarried Catholics, of members of the LGBTQ+ community, of those of 
different races, notably here in the US, and of indigenous peoples.  

 
And now parish priests from throughout the world will have their day to share their dreams for a synodal 
church! 
 
I leave next Friday (4/26) and will return on Saturday, May 4. Thanks much to Fathers David Funk, Bill O’Brien, 
Ben from the Capuchin Friary, and Larry Seidl, who will be filling in for me while I’m in Rome. 
 
If you get a chance, offer this prayer for all parish priests throughout the world. 
 
Holy Spirit of Wisdom, open the hearts of our parish priests. May they trust that Your Grace is poured into the 
heart of every baptized believer. May they be gentle artists who practice holy listening, always recognizing the 
Lord present in the lived experiences of others. Give your Church the courage to always seek Your Guidance. 
May Your Church embrace transformation so that we may be more authentic witnesses of the Lord’s Gospel of 
tenderness, closeness and compassion. Bless Father Bill and the priests meeting in Rome on these holy days!  
 
Amen! 
 
Thanks for all your prayers! 

 



St. Mary Contact/Hours:
920-739-5119
Mon-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Office Closed on Fridays

Megan Knop (Ext. 121)
Communication and Technology Coordinator 
mhafenbreadl@stmaryparish.org

Kristina Resterhouse (Ext. 101)
Administrative Assistant
stmary@stmaryparish.org
 
St. Mary Cemetery
920-882-4158 
cemetery@stmaryparish.org 
Website: stmaryparishcemetery.org

Pastoral Leadership Council Chair
Kara Main | plc@stmaryparish.org
 
Finance Council Chair
Larry Bonneville | fcchair@stmaryparish.org

Sacrament of Matrimony
Getting Married? Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill
at least 6 months before your planned wedding
date.

Sacrament of Baptism
Need Baptism information? 
Congratulations! Contact Nadine Duncan for more
information.

Funeral Livestream Link
http://stmaryparish.org/funeral-livestream/

Confession 
Sat. 9-10am 

Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesdays
4:30-8pm

Staff and other contacts

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor
wdswitz@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-422-4316 
 
Deacon Gerry Schraufnagel
schraufnagel@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-540-9594  
 
Chris Higgins (Ext. 102)
Director of Business Administration 
& Information Technology  
chiggins@stmaryparish.org
 
Nadine Duncan (Ext. 116)
Director of Pastoral Administration 
& Pastoral Care
nduncan@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-659-1337
 
Tom Walter (Ext. 114)
Minister of Liturgy and Music
twalter@stmaryparish.org 

Dennis Douglas (Ext. 115)
Head of Maintenance
ddouglas@stmaryparish.org

Chip Acker
Cemetery & Facilities Management
cacker@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-882-4158
 
Tracy Turba (Ext. 119)
Minister of Young Disciples
tturba@stmaryparish.org 

Mary Ellen Fisher (Ext. 103)
Bookkeeping Assistant
mefisher@stmaryparish.org

Parish Trustees
Ted Suess | Carol Frahm  
trustee@stmaryparish.org

Kate Minczeski
Minister of Adult Disciples
kminczeski@stmaryparish.org 

Xavier Catholic School System
920-735-9380

Sign up for a slot to sit
with Jesus. We must
have one person 
with the Eucharist at
all times.


