
78%

Bishop’s appeal

Goal: $65,143

A big thank you to all those who have
supported the Bishop's appeal. Below is a
graph to show how close we are to our goal.
Please consider donating today.

For more information on the Bishop’s appeal,
please visit

 https://www.catholicfoundationgb.org/
bishops-appeal/





Assistants of 
all Sorts
Ever wonder what some
of our staff does on
Friday’s when the office
shuts its doors? Well,
guess what - work still
goes on, just with a few
sneaky assistants. Goose
is forever puzzled why
his mom can't join in the
fun, but hey, the bulletin
won't write itself!

The next St. Mary/St. Joseph book club
discussion will take place at 6 pm, on
Tuesday, April 9, in Room L4 at St. Mary on
State Street. The book selected for
discussion is: Infinite Country by Patricia
Engel. Engel's book is an urgent and lyrical
novel about a Colombian family fractured by
deportation, offering an intimate perspective
on an experience that so many have endured
—and are enduring right now.

For May 14, our book selection for the same
time and place is: Hidden Genius by Marie
Benedict. The author's powerful new novel
shines a light on a woman who sacrificed her
life to discover the nature of our very DNA, a
woman whose world-changing contributions
were hidden by the men around her, but
whose relentless drive advanced our
understanding of humankind. Looking further
ahead, the book selected for June 11 is: The
One in a Million Boy by Monica Wood. 

For more information, please contact Mary
Schulz, 920-809-4474. New members are
welcome to attend anytime.

Book Club
Catholic Trivia-
Just For Fun
Question: What color do priests wear on Palm
Sunday? 

(Answer is under the events calendar in the bulletin)

Children’s Church
There will not be children’s liturgy this Sunday.
Please join us for the Palm Sunday Procession
at the beginning of the 9:45am Mass. 

No modern scientist has been able to explain how the
image on the Shroud of Turin was made?

Did you know that...















Mon., March 25, 12:05pm
Tues., March 26, 8:00am 

Wed., March 27, 8:00am
Thur., March 28, 12:15pm

6:30pm 
Sat., March 30, 8:00pm
Sun., March 31, 7:45am

                        9:45am

                         

Joan Bradley
Mass at St Bernard Parish
Mass at St Bernard Parish w/Fr. Bill
No Intentions
No Intentions
Harry Morse

Sis & Bob Balliet

Mass Intentions

In Loving Memory
Please pray for the family and friends of Bret Saathoff and Robert L. Christjohn. May fond memories
comfort them at this time. If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be remembered in the
bulletin, call the parish office at 920-739-5119.

Prayer Requests
Contact Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com), Mary Jo Zilisch (920-734-1182) or Ann Walkowski
(920-428-0969) if you have a prayer need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets. 

Monday, March 25
6:00pm Keeping the Church Lights on w/Fr. Bill
6:30pm Jazz Horizons Ensemble Practice/Music Room
6:30pm Reach More Small Group/Lower Level Room 7

Tuesday, March 26
9:00am Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7
2:00pm Rosary Prayer/Church
6:30pm The Bells Of St Mary Handbell Choir/Choir Loft

Wednesday, March 27
9:00am Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7
6:30pm Reach More Small Group/Lower Level Room 7

Thursday, March 28 (Holy Thursday)
5:30pm Holy Thursday Potluck
6:30pm Men’s Group/Lower Level Room 7
7:00pm Holy Thursday Mass

Friday, March 29 (Good Friday)
Parish Office Closed
9:00am Friday Morning Meeting/Lower Level Room 7
12:15pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
6:30pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion

Saturday, March 30 
No Confession
No 4:30pm Mass
8:00pm Easter Vigil

Sunday, March 31 (Easter)
7:45am Easter Mass
9:45am Easter Mass
No 5:30pm Mass

Answer to the Catholic Trivia Question:  Red

Events Calendar



 

03.24.24  

Holy Week by Ann Weems, from her book, Kneeling in Jerusalem 

 

Holy is the week … 

Holy, consecrated, belonging to God… 

We move from hosannahs to horror 

   with the predictable ease 

      of those who know not what they do. 

Our hosannas sung, 

   our palms waved, 

Let us go with passion into the week. 

It is a time to curse fig trees that do not yield fruit. 

It is a time to cleanse our temples of any blasphemy. 

It is a time to greet Jesus as the Lord’s Anointed One, 

   to lavishly break out alabaster 

   and to pour perfume out for him 

      without counting the cost. 

It is a time for preparation … 

The time to give thanks and break bread is upon us. 

The time to give thanks and drink of the cup is imminent. 

Eat, drink, remember: 

On the night of nights, each one must ask, 

   as we dip our bread in the wine, 

      “Is it I?” 

And on that darkest of days, each of us must stand 

   beneath the tree 

and watch the dying 

   if we are to be there 

when the stone is rolled away. 

 

The only road to Easter morning 

   is through the unrelenting shadows of that Friday. 

Only then will the alleluias be sung; 

   only then will the dancing begin. 

 

As a boy and teenager, I was drawn to the celebrations of Holy Week, like a moth is drawn to the candle’s 

flame. Of course, my Mom always took us kids to the Good Friday Service. However, she was not too keen on 

attending the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday (just wasn’t on her radar!) or the Easter Vigil on 



Holy Saturday evening (just too long!). I would ride my bike to church for these celebrations, and when I was 

old enough, I would drive myself to Saint Mary Church in Menasha. 

 

I always had a sense that these liturgies were interconnected. I learned later on, as a graduate student of liturgy, 

that these liturgies are the Sacred Triduum (the Holy Three Days) and that they are in effect celebrated as a 

single liturgy. The Sacred Triduum begins at sunset on Holy Thursday evening and concludes at sunset on 

Easter Sunday evening.  

 

I would encourage you to give them a try if you have never celebrated Holy Thursday (Come early to share 

fellowship with your spiritual family at a wonderful potluck meal!) or the Easter Vigil. The symbols and ritual 

actions are so very rich. The Lord will touch your heart, I promise you! 

 

An important heart’s stance to have, as we begin the annual celebration of our Christian Passover, is that we are 

celebrating something more than history. While putting ourselves into the scenes on Holy Thursday evening, 

Good Friday afternoon, Holy Saturday, so still and silent, and Easter Sunday morning, can deepen our 

connection with the Lord Jesus, we are about something more on these solemn days.  

 

We celebrate not so much history as we celebrate mystery. The dying and rising of our Savior Jesus is a 

movement that is happening now in our lives and in the lives of our brothers and sisters near and far. There are 

many dyings that can overwhelm us: the terror and utter destruction of war, the displacement of human beings 

forced to become migrants and refugees like never before in human history, the battering which are common 

home, our Mother Earth, is enduring, the tattered fabric which is democracy spread across our world, the 

prevalence of hatred and discrimination, the indifference of some towards the suffering of others, the acridness 

of division and polarization, our personal struggles with health and the loss of those persons or those life 

situations we have grown so accustomed to … you name it, there is enough within and around us to unsettle us. 

 

And this is the Easter proclamation: YET, there is reason to have hope! YET is an Easter word. None of the 

darkness ever has the last word. The last word belongs to Jesus, risen from the dead. He is our Lord. He is 

victorious over anything that may unsettle us. Jesus’ Passion is about his undaunted and everlasting love for you 

and me. His love is personal and close, tender and compassionate. With the Risen Lord, all things are possible. 

You and I have strength for everything.  

 

I am reminded of the prayer of the cloistered holy woman, Saint Julian of Norwich: “All will be well and every 

manner of thing will be well!” 

 

I am reminded of the prayer of the great Carmelite nun, reformer, and Doctor of the Church, Saint Teresa of 

Avila: “Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing frighten you. All things are passing away. God never changes. 

Patience obtains all things. Whoever has God lacks nothing. God alone suffices. 

 

HAPPY HOLY WEEK! 

 



Staff and other contacts

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor
wdswitz@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-422-4316 
 
Deacon Gerry Schraufnagel
schraufnagel@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-540-9594  
 
Chris Higgins (Ext. 102)
Director of Business Administration 
& Information Technology  
chiggins@stmaryparish.org
 
Nadine Duncan (Ext. 116)
Director of Pastoral Administration 
& Pastoral Care
nduncan@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-659-1337
 
Tom Walter (Ext. 114)
Minister of Liturgy and Music
twalter@stmaryparish.org 

Dennis Douglas (Ext. 115)
Head of Maintenance
ddouglas@stmaryparish.org

Chip Acker
Cemetery & Facilities Management
cacker@stmaryparish.org
cell 920-882-4158
 
Tracy Turba (Ext. 119)
Minister of Young Disciples
tturba@stmaryparish.org 

Mary Ellen Fisher (Ext. 103)
Bookkeeping Assistant
mefisher@stmaryparish.org

Parish Trustees
Ted Suess | Carol Frahm  
trustee@stmaryparish.org

Xavier Catholic School System
920-735-9380

St. Mary Contact/Hours:
920-739-5119
Mon-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Office Closed on Fridays

Megan Knop (Ext. 121)
Communication and Technology Coordinator 
mhafenbreadl@stmaryparish.org

Kristina Resterhouse (Ext. 101)
Administrative Assistant
stmary@stmaryparish.org
 
St. Mary Cemetery
920-882-4158 
cemetery@stmaryparish.org 
Website: stmaryparishcemetery.org

Pastoral Leadership Council Chair
Kara Main | plc@stmaryparish.org
 
Finance Council Chair
Larry Bonneville | fcchair@stmaryparish.org

Sacrament of Matrimony
Getting Married? Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill
at least 6 months before your planned wedding
date.

Sacrament of Baptism
Need Baptism information? 
Congratulations! Contact Nadine Duncan for more
information.

Funeral Livestream Link
http://stmaryparish.org/funeral-livestream/

Confession 
Sat. 9-10am 

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Friday 9am-9pm 
and Saturday 8am-Noon


