
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For those parishioners who use envelopes, we have 
chosen a new company to work with.  Instead of 
receiving monthly envelopes, your envelopes will come 
bi-monthly.  You will receive your first batch of envelopes 
for March.  Please use the envelopes in the pews, or 
your own envelopes for your February 
contributions.  Thank you for your patience as we work 
through this issue. 
 
As always, if you don't want to receive envelopes 
anymore, sign up for Faith Direct 
at http://stmaryparish.org/faithdirect/. 
 

Come Join Our Team 
 

After nearly seven years on staff at the parish, Julie Morse is retiring. If you are interested in 
applying for the Business Office Administrative Assistant position, follow this link -  
https://www.gbdioc.org/front-page/careers  Click on the Parishes of the Diocese of Green Bay 
link and click on the Business Office Administrative Assistant link. 
 
Feel free to contact Chris Higgins with questions. 
 

http://stmaryparish.org/faithdirect/
https://www.gbdioc.org/front-page/careers


 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2023 Financial Pledge Forms 
 
We have received 38% of them so far.  Very soon we will begin calling members who have not 
returned their pledge yet, so please continue to send them in via the mail or drop them in the 
collection box.  Thank you! 
 

 

Seeking Volunteers for Eucharistic Ministry 
 
The Spiritual Care Department at St. Elizabeth Hospital is in need of volunteer Eucharistic Ministers 
to help bring Our Lord and Savior in the Holy Eucharist, to our brothers and sisters who are patients 
at the hospital.  Volunteers, however, need to already be commissioned as Eucharistic Ministers 
within their parish.  All new volunteers shadow an experienced Eucharistic Minister until they feel 
comfortable to distribute Holy Communion alone.   
 
All volunteers are required to be Covid-19 vaccinated and complete a volunteer application and 
training.  Background checks and annual flu vaccinations are part of the initial orientation.  If you are 
interested, please contact Volunteer Services at (920)738-2425 or email sehvolsvs@ascension.org. 
 

 
  



St. Mary's Book Club 
 

 
 
The next St Mary/St Joseph Book Club discussion will take place at 6pm on Tuesday, February 7th in 
Room L4 (changed to first Tuesday due to Valentine's Day Feb 14).  Our book selection is: The One 
Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot: A Novel. The book is a mixture of love and laughter, loss and 
sorrow, hope and new adventures, of two people separated by sixty-six years. 
 
Looking further ahead, the book selected for discussion Tuesday, March 14, is 
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Catlin Alifirenka, a New York Times 
bestselling true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and the letter that changed 
both of their lives forever.   
 
Looking even further ahead, the book selected for discussion on Tuesday, April 11, is We Begin at 
the End by Chris Whitaker.  Winner of the Gold Dagger for Best Crime Novel from the Crime Writers 
Association (UK); winner for Best International Crime Fiction from Australian Crime Writers 
Association; and an instant New York Times bestseller. 
 
For more information, please contact Mary Schulz, 920-809-4474.  New members are welcome to 
join anytime.  
 

 

In Loving Memory 
 
Please pray for the family and friends of Michael Kirby.  May fond memories comfort them at this 
time.  If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be remembered in the bulletin, call the 
parish office at 920-739-5119. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
 
Contact Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com) or Ann Walkowski (920-428-0969) if you have a 
prayer need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets. 

 

 



Knights of Columbus Council 607  
Appreciates Your Generosity 

 
Thank you to all who participated in our recent 5-parish council programs!  We cannot express 
enough words of appreciation for your support.  May God return His Blessings to you! 
 
Our "Sentiments for Seminarians" program raised $625 in gift cards which was combined with other 
councils across Wisconsin to support our local seminarians. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in our "Keep Christ in Christmas" poster contest!  First place winner 
of age group 5 - 7 was Bradley Zernzach, 2nd place went to Connor Gartzke, and 3rd place went to 
Christian Gartzke. 
 
For age group 8 - 10, 1st place was awarded to Ziven Houdek, 2nd place to Parker Smith, and 3rd 
place to Victoria Knight.  For age group 11 - 14, 1st place was awarded to Lauren Parish, and, 2nd 
place went to Noelle Tenhaken; no other entries were received.  Congratulations!! 
 
Men of the parish, we need you.  If you are interested in joining Council 607 (http://kofc.org/joinus), 
please contact the parish office or Grand Knight, Lee Griesbach at 920-759-5018. 
 

 

 

 



 



                                           Mass Times and Intentions 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Events Calendar 
 
Monday, January 30 
4:30pm   RCIA Meeting/Large Conference Room in Parish Office 
6:30pm   Bell Choir Practice/Choir Loft 
 
Tuesday, January 31 
9:00am   Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7 
2:00pm   Rosary Group/Church 
6:15pm   Confessions/Chapel 
 
Wednesday, February 1 
9:30am   Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7 
4:30pm   Adoration/Church 
4:45pm   Beacon - Grades 1 to 5 
6:30pm   Beacon - Grades 6 to 12 
6:30pm   Choir Practice/Choir Loft 
 
Thursday, February 2 
8:00am   CIA-FMO Meeting/Lower Level Room 7 
6:00pm   Cor Jesu/Church/Community Room/Chapel 
 
Friday, February 3 
Parish Office Closed! 
 
Saturday, February 4 
Selling Scrip after the 4:30 Mass! 
9:00am   THEO Grief Support Group/Community Room 
9:00am   Confessions/Chapel 
4:30pm   Choir sings at Mass 
 
Sunday, February 5 
Coffee & Donuts and selling Scrip after the 7:45 and 9:45am Masses 
 
 

    Mon., January 30, 12:05pm 
Tues., January 31, 8:00am 
Wed., February 1, 8:00am 

 Thur., February 2, 12:05 pm 
Sat., February 4, 4:30pm 

Sun., February 5, 7:45am 
9:45am 
 6:30pm 

 

Parishioners of St Mary 
Mass at St Bernard Parish 
Mass at St Bernard Parish 
 
Rita Bushman Scovronske 
 
Ellen Weber 
Parishioners of St Mary 
 



 

 

01.29.2023                     FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sitting poolside at the Mayan Sanctuary, Vidanta Resort, Riviera Maya, Mexico, about five 
minutes or so from the Atlantic Ocean, I am pecking out this column on the keyboard of my I-
Pad. It is slow going but who cares as I am on vacation. My arrival home will predate the 
publication of this column by a week as that is how earlier-than -usual column deadlines 
sometimes work in a parish. I am hoping you will keep reading! 
 
I am working through an engaging reading list. I always relish the opportunity to do some 
serious reading on vacation. Give me some books, a nice chaise lounge, ample sunscreen, 
tasty mahi mahi tacos, original margaritas on the rocks, during the two-for-one noon hour, 
extended time to pray Matins, Lauds and Vespers, and I am content. 
 
Here is my reading list, just in case you might be interested! 
 
 

• Father Daniel Horan’s Catholicity and Emerging Personhood. This admittedly is not an 
easy read, has a lot of philosophy, but makes some good points about the sacred 
dignity of the person in his/her unrepeatable individuality.  

• In the spirit of the upcoming 10th anniversary of the election of Pope Francis, I am 
reading The Election of Pope Francis, by Gerard O’Connell, which is a chronological 
report of the days leading up to the papal election, as well as the days afterwards.  

• I am also reading The Outsider: Pope Francis and His Battle to Reform the Church, by 
Christopher Lamb. It saddens me that a significant number of Catholics are staunchly 
anti-Pope Francis. Francis, like all prophets who have truly embraced the Gospel of 
Jesus, are always resisted.  

• Father Richard Rohr’s Jesus’ Alternative Plan is an insightful read, which is a deep 
study on Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount. 

• Prayer in the Cave of the Heart by Cyprian Consiglio. This is a user-friendly description 
of prayer. 

• Finally, Kristin Hannah’s novel, The Four Winds, which is set in Texas and California, 
during the Dust Bowl and Great Depression. Its main characters are so beautifully 
developed: Elsa, single and raising her daughter, Loreda, and son, Anthony, initially 
with the help of her in-laws, notably after Rafe, the husband and father, abandoned his 
family. This novel is beautifully written. 

 
 



As we are once again observing Ordinary Time, I’d like to make a connection with the novel, 
The Four Winds. 
 
Elsa came to the edge of the field and stopped.  
 
“Look at it,” Tony [Elsa’s father-in-law] said in a rough voice. 
 
Green. 
 
Rows of new growth, stretching to the horizon in straight rows. 
 
Here was the essence of hope on a farm. The color of the future. Green now, and delicate, 
but with sunshine and rain, the wheat would become sturdy as the family, as strong as the 
land itself, and turn into a sea of waving gold that would sustain them all.  
 
Isn’t this a beautiful reminder of why the liturgical color of Ordinary Time is green? As we 
enter more deeply into the stories of Jesus’ ministry, may we grow in holiness to be and live 
more like Him! May we always have hope that the inbreaking of God’s Kingdom into our world 
is unstoppable! 
 

 

 

P.S. It is good to be home! 
 



St. Mary Parish Office 
312 S. State Street 
Appleton, WI 54911 
920-739-5119 
Website: stmaryparish.org 

Business Hours: 
Mon - Thurs, 9am-4pm 
closed Fridays 
Contact us: 
stmary@stmaryparish.org 

 
  

MINISTERS & SUPPORT STAFF 

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor 
wdswitz@stmaryparish.org 
cell 920-422-4316 

 
Deacon Gerry Schraufnagel 
schraufnagel@stmaryparish.org 
cell 920-540-9594 

 
Chris Higgins 

 Director of Business Administration 
 & Information Technology 
 chiggins@stmaryparish.org                                              

Tracy Turba 
Minister of Young Disciples 
tturba@stmaryparish.org 

 
Mary Ellen Fisher 
Bookkeeping Assistant 
mefisher@stmaryparish.org 

Julie Morse 
Administrative Assistant 
stmary@stmaryparish.org 

 

   
 
Nadine Duncan 
Director of Pastoral Administration & 
Pastoral Care 
nduncan@stmaryparish.org 

 
Tom Walter 
Liturgical Music 
twalter@stmaryparish.org  

 
Chip Acker 
Cemetery & Facilities Management 
cacker@stmaryparish.org 
 

Parish Trustees 
Ted Suess 920-636-8855 
Carol Frahm 920-733-0207                                       
                                                                               
Pastoral Leadership Council Chair 
Beth Power 703-819-4829 

 
Finance Council Chair 
Larry Bonneville 920-419-3097 
 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill at least 6 
months before your planned wedding date. 

 
Baptism 
Congratulations! Contact Nadine Duncan for 
information. 

 
Confession 
Sat. 9-10am and Tues. 6:15-7:15pm 

 
St. Mary Cemetery 
920-882-4158 
cemetery@stmaryparish.org 
Website: stmaryparishcemetery.org 

 

Xavier Catholic School System 
920-735-9380 

 


