
 

 

 
 

 

Come Join Our Team 
 

After nearly seven years on staff at the parish, Julie Morse is retiring. She has been the one to greet 
our visitors, help with Mass intentions, put out the bulletin, and so much more. We will miss her! 
 
This does open up an opportunity for someone new to join the parish team.  See the brief description 
below. Feel free to contact Chris Higgins with questions. 
 

Business Office Administrative Assistant: 
 

We are looking for an organized, motivated person to join our parish staff. The role includes being the 
primary receptionist for the office, working with parish staff on seasonal and special projects, 
maintaining the parish and office calendars, coordinating bulk mailings, opening and closing the 
office, and much more. 
 
This is an 80% position that is benefits eligible including Xavier Catholic Schools tuition reduction. 
The schedule is Monday through Thursday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm with an hour for lunch.  
 

 

 

 

While Father Bill enjoys his much deserved 
vacation on the warm, sunny beaches of Mexico, 

please call the parish office (920-739-5119) if 
you are in need of a priest and we will connect 

you with Father Dave or Father Larry. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for a few volunteers to be 
receptionists on Monday afternoons and 
Thursday mornings in the parish office.  Duties 
include answering phones, greeting visitors, 
and occasional small projects.  Contact Julie 
in the parish office for more information or to 
volunteer! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  



2023 Financial Pledge Forms 
 
We have received 38% of them so far.  Very soon we will begin calling members who have not 
returned their pledge yet, so please continue to send them in via the mail or drop them in the 
collection box.  Thank you! 
 

St. Mary's Book Club 
 

 
 
For February 7 (changed to first Tuesday due to Valentine's Day Feb 14), our book selection is: The 
One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot: A Novel. The book is a mixture of love and laughter, loss 
and sorrow, hope and new adventures, of two people separated by sixty-six years. 
 
Looking further ahead, the book selected for discussion Tuesday, March 14, is 
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Catlin Alifirenka, a New York Times 
bestselling true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and the letter that changed 
both of their lives forever.   
 
For more information, please contact Mary Schulz, 920-809-4474.  New members are welcome to 
join anytime.  
 

 

 

In Loving Memory 
If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be remembered in the bulletin, call the parish 
office at 920-739-5119. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Contact Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com) or Ann Walkowski (920-428-0969) if you have a 
prayer need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets.   
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



                                           Mass Times and Intentions 
 

 
 

 

 
Events Calendar 
 
Monday, January 16 
4:30pm   RCIA Meeting/Large Conference Room in Parish Office 
 
Tuesday, January 17 
9:00am   Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7 
1:00pm   St Mary & St Joe's Prayer Shawl Group/St Joe's 
2:00pm   Rosary Group/Church 
6:00pm   Mapping St Mary's Journey/Lower Level Room 7 
6:00pm   Human Concerns Meeting/Lower Level Rooms 1 & 3 
7:00pm   Finance Council/Community Room in Parish Office 
No Confessions tonight! 
 
Wednesday, January 18 
8:00am   Quilting Group/Community Room 
9:30am   Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7 
4:30pm   Adoration/Church 
4:45pm   Beacon - Grades 1 to 5 
6:30pm   Beacon - Grades 6 to 12 
 
Thursday, January 19 
1:00pm   Senior Connections/Community Room 
1:00pm   Mapping St Mary's Journey/Lower Level Room 7 
 
Friday, January 20 
Parish Office Closed! 
 
Saturday, January 21 
9:00am   THEO Grief Support Group/Community Room 
No Confessions today! 
 
Sunday, January 22 
Coffee & Donuts after the 7:45 and 9:45am Masses 

Mon., January 16, 12:05pm 
 Thur., January 19, 12:05 pm 

Sat., January 21, 4:30pm 
Sun., January 22, 7:45am 

9:45am 
 6:30pm 

 

Parishioners of St Mary 
 
Jim Bryan 
Parishioners of St Mary 
Ellen Weber 
Eunice, Edward, & Richard Jochman 
 



 

 

01.15.2023    SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A NOVENA OF (NINE) WEEKS 
WEEK VIII 

DISCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT’S PATH FORWARD 
 
Given that I began this reflection series eight weeks ago, it will be helpful to review the 
paradigm shifts in parish life, suggested by Deacon Keith Strohm, in Ablaze: 5 Essential 
Paradigm Shifts for Parish Renewal. As we draw near to Saturday, January 28, when parish 
leaders will begin to lay out a plan which will envision our parish over the next five years, we 
are anticipating my retirement from active pastoral ministry in the Spring of 2027. Given that I 
will be 72 years of age, may the Lord bless me with the stamina and mental acuity to reach 
this marker. I am confident that Jesus will!  
 
We need to have a deliberate plan in place that will guide the new pastor, who will come 
onboard knowing full well the existence of this plan, which will describe our parish identity, 
values and mission goals. Our parish values indicate that we are a parish of hospitality, where 
welcome and warmth are evident. We are a parish where people who feel least and last, lost 
or lonely, for whatever reasons, may safely come to be surrounded by unconditional love. We 
want to express what is in the DNA of our parish family, namely the preeminence of the 
teachings of Vatican Council II and Catholic Social Justice. We want to live Pope Francis’ 
hope that the parish will be like a field hospital.  
 
Our emphasis is on the importance of belonging. Believing and conversion most easily follow 
belonging, where people’s experience is one of high positive regard and no judgment. Jesus 
is the only one equipped to be anyone’s Judge. Only Jesus can look into the human heart and 
see its beauty and its struggles. Jesus understands the sanctity of the human conscience. 
Vatican Council II taught clearly that if a person, fully aware of the Church’s teaching, praying 
and reflecting long and hard, and acting according to his or her conscience, remains in the 
Lord’s good graces. 
 
In commenting on Gaudium et Spes, The Church in the Modern World, one of the documents 
of Vatican Council II, Pope Benedict XVI wrote: Over the pope as expression of the binding 
claim of ecclesiastical authority, there stands one’s own conscience, which must be obeyed 
above all else, even if necessary against the requirement of ecclesiastical authority. This 
emphasis on the individual, whose conscience confronts him [her] with the supreme and 
ultimate tribunal, and one which in the last resort is beyond the claim of external social 



groups, even of the official Church, also establishes a principle in opposition to increasing 
totalitarianism. 
 
With this understanding, our parish family fights the tendency to judge another person. You 
and I have no idea of the story or the struggle or the conscience formation of another person. 
It is love and love alone that the disciple of Jesus is called to! In speaking of gay priests while 
traveling back to Rome from the World Youth Day in Brazil in 2013, Pope Francis questioned, 
“Who am I to judge?” 
 
Getting back to those crucial paradigm shifts, let’s review. 
 
Shifts are required  
 
 

• from an institutional faith to an intentional faith. Faith in the Lord is personal and is 
about more than following commandments or rules or dogmas.  

• from engagement to encounter. Getting people involved needs to be accompanied by a 
desire to walk with each other knowing each other’s joys and sorrows. 

• from avoidance to accountability. We call each other to excellence to better minister to 
each other. 

• from maintenance to mission 
• from programs to people  

 
Our final reflection in Week IX of our Novena of Weeks will give a brief reflection on the shifts 
from maintenance to mission and from programs to people. These shifts must become the 
grist for all of our plans moving forward as a renewed parish! 
 
Let us continue to dedicate to the Holy Spirit this holy process of discerning a path forward for 
our parish family! 
 
Holy Spirit, draw us closer to you. Keep us out of Your way. Reveal to us Your plan which will 
inflame us with the fire of Your love. Touch the heart of every member of our Parish Family. 
Give us Your holy gifts of wisdom, integrity, and honesty. Write the values we hold as Your 
Spiritual Family on the heart of every member. May Your love impel us to go forth on mission, 
bringing Your healing and hope to every person we encounter. Make us Your joyful disciples 
so that we can invite more and more people to discover, follow, and worship Jesus! We make 
our prayer in His name. Amen.  
 

 



St. Mary Parish Office 
312 S. State Street 
Appleton, WI 54911 
920-739-5119 
Website: stmaryparish.org 

Business Hours: 
Mon - Thurs, 9am-4pm 
closed Fridays 
Contact us: 
stmary@stmaryparish.org 

 
  

MINISTERS & SUPPORT STAFF 

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor 
wdswitz@stmaryparish.org 
cell 920-422-4316 

 
Deacon Gerry Schraufnagel 
schraufnagel@stmaryparish.org 
cell 920-540-9594 

 
Chris Higgins 

 Director of Business Administration 
 & Information Technology 
 chiggins@stmaryparish.org                                              

Tracy Turba 
Minister of Young Disciples 
tturba@stmaryparish.org 

 
Mary Ellen Fisher 
Bookkeeping Assistant 
mefisher@stmaryparish.org 

Julie Morse 
Administrative Assistant 
stmary@stmaryparish.org 

 

   
 
Nadine Duncan 
Director of Pastoral Administration & 
Pastoral Care 
nduncan@stmaryparish.org 

 
Tom Walter 
Liturgical Music 
twalter@stmaryparish.org  

 
Chip Acker 
Cemetery & Facilities Management 
cacker@stmaryparish.org 
 

Parish Trustees 
Ted Suess 920-636-8855 
Carol Frahm 920-733-0207                                       
                                                                               
Pastoral Leadership Council Chair 
Beth Power 703-819-4829 

 
Finance Council Chair 
Larry Bonneville 920-419-3097 
 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill at least 6 
months before your planned wedding date. 

 
Baptism 
Congratulations! Contact Nadine Duncan for 
information. 

 
Confession 
Sat. 9-10am and Tues. 6:15-7:15pm 

 
St. Mary Cemetery 
920-882-4158 
cemetery@stmaryparish.org 
Website: stmaryparishcemetery.org 

 

Xavier Catholic School System 
920-735-9380 

 


