
 

2023 calendars are in the back of church. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

2023 Financial  
Pledge Forms 

 
Thanks so much if you have returned your Financial Pledge Card for 
2023 back to the parish. It was beautiful to see so many green 
envelopes placed before the Lord’s altar during the month of 
November. Stewardship is a way of life that grounds us in gratitude to 
the Lord and generosity to others. Gratitude and Generosity, with a 
whole lot of humility sprinkled in, is the recipe for holiness of life! If you 
have not returned your Pledge Card, I would encourage you to 
participate in this holy act which acknowledges God as the Great and 
Good Gift Giver. 
 

We have received 32% of our 
2023 Financial Pledge forms 
from parishioners to date.   



 

 

 

 



Retirement Collection  
Weekend of December 10 and 11 

Envelopes will be available in the back of church or you can bring your own envelope  
clearly marked that the donation is for the retirement collection. 

 

 



 



St. Mary's Book Club 
 

 
 

The next St. Mary/St. Joseph book club discussion will take place at 6 pm, on Tuesday, December 
13, in room 4 of the lower level at St. Mary.  The book selected for discussion is Lost December, by 
Richard Paul Evans. 
 
"It has been said that sometimes the greatest hope in our lives is just a second chance to do what we 
should have done right in the first place. This is the story of my second chance." —Prologue of Lost 
December. 
 
For January 10 our book selection is Where the Past Begins: A writer's Memoir by Amy Tan. From 
New York Times bestselling author Amy Tan, a memoir on her life as a writer, her childhood and the 
symbiotic relationship between fiction and emotional memory. 
 
Looking further ahead, the book selected for February 7 (changed to first Tuesday due to Valentine's 
Day Feb 14) is: The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot: A Novel. The book is a mixture of love 
and laughter, loss and sorrow, hope and new adventures, of two people separated by sixty-six years. 
 
For more information, please contact Mary Schulz, 920-809-4474.  New members are welcome to 
join anytime. 
 

 



 



 
 
 

In Loving Memory 
Please pray for the family and friends of Bernard Ruh, and, the family and friends of Janice Schrank. 
May fond memories comfort them at this time.  If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be 
remembered in the bulletin, call the parish office at 920-739-5119. 
 
Prayer Requests 
Contact Mary Jo Zilisch (920-734-1182 or 920-843-1249) or Laurie Richter 
(lauriejrichter@gmail.com) if you have a prayer need. Please remember the requests in our 
prayer baskets.  
 

                                           Mass Times and Intentions 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoration 
 
Come spend some quiet time in church with Jesus 
every Wednesday between 4:30pm and 8:00pm. 
 

 Mon., December 12, 12:05pm 
 

Tue., December 13, 8:00am 
Wed., December 14, 8:00am 

 Thur., December 15, 12:05 pm 
Sat., December 17, 4:30pm 

Sun., December 18, 7:45am 
9:45am 
6:30pm 

 

Nicolas & Katerina Havrulyak, and Yaroslav & 
Sterania Vovnyanko 
Mass at St. Bernard Parish  
Mass at St. Bernard Parish 
Mary Margaret Vertin 
Jeff Voras 
Pat Kiley 
Fr. Michael O'Rourke 
Parishioners of St. Mary 
 



Events Calendar 

 
Monday, December 12 
6:30pm   Matthew 25 - Virtual 
7:00pm   Boy Scouts/St. Anne Room 
 
 
Tuesday, December 13 
9:00am   Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7 
9:00am   Put up Christmas trees/Church 
2:00pm   Rosary Group/Church 
6:00pm   Book Club/Lower Level Room 4 
6:00pm   Facilities Committee/Large Conference Room 
6:15pm   Confessions/Chapel 
 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
9:30am   Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7 
4:30pm   Adoration/Church 
4:45pm   Beacon - Grades 1 to 5 
6:30pm   Beacon - Grades 6 to 12 
 
 
Thursday, December 15 
12:30pm Xavier & Parish Business Administrator's Meeting - Lower Level Room 7 
1:00pm   Senior Connections Gathering/Community Room 
6:30pm   First Reconciliation/Church 
6:30pm   Adult Choir Rehearsal/St. Anne Room 
 
 
Friday, December 16 
Parish Office closed! 
 
 
Saturday, December 17 
Scrip sold after 4:30 Mass 
Adult Choir sings at 4:30 Mass 
9:00am    Confessions/Chapel 
9:00am    THEO Grief Support Group/Community Room 
 
 
Sunday, December 18 
Scrip sold after 7:45 and 9:45 Masses 
Coffee and Donuts after the 7:45 and 9:45 Masses 



 

12.11.2022          3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

A NOVENA OF (NINE WEEKS) 
WEEK III 

DISCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WAY FORWARD 
 
As we move towards Saturday, January 28, to begin the process of formulating a Five-Year Parish 
Mission Plan, I am taking these nine weeks to prime the pump or to provide the grist, if you will, that 
will inspire our deliberations. I trust that it is the Holy Spirit who is always guiding us. We have to 
make ourselves available to Her in order to discern the way forward. How is the Holy Spirit calling our 
Parish Spiritual Family to a deeper friendship with the Lord and to a more vibrant commitment to go 
out on mission in His Name, to invite others to discover, follow and worship Jesus? Realizing this 
hope will require us to make some shifts in the ways we think about parish life.  
 
In his book, Ablaze: 5 Essential Paradigm Shifts for Parish Renewal, Deacon Keith Strohm presents 
five shifts in thinking that need to occur if we are to truly be a community of faith that is on fire with 
love for Jesus. He suggests that we need new paradigms or models to aspire to that will radically 
change how we see ourselves. 
 
Let’s start with Paradigm Shift No. 1!  
 
How is the Holy Spirit calling us to make the shift from an institutional faith to an intentional faith? 
What does Deacon Strohm mean?  
 
I have said many times to young people preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation that now is the 
time for them to interiorize their faith in the Lord. I tell them that their faith cannot be their parents’ 
faith. I tell them that they are invited to intentionally choose to give their lives to the Lord, so to make 
their faith their own. Their faith must move from being an exterior faith to an interior faith. Ultimately 
what I am suggesting is that each one of these young people, looking forward to Confirmation, is 
invited to choose Jesus and to fall in love with Jesus! This profession of faith must be theirs and not 
that of their parents.  
 
An institutional faith remains outside of the heart. It may be like this. On the first Sunday after Easter, 
that is, Divine Mercy Sunday, Catholic Christians enter into a transactional process that requires the 
Lord to respond to them by removing all temporal punishment for their sins. They commit to going to 
Mass, praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet, and going to confession. They complete this checklist and 
now the Lord is obligated to grant them the plenary indulgence.  
 



Each year I am invited to hear confessions on Divine Mercy Sunday. I am stunned by the hundreds of 
people who participate in this experience. Truth be told, I wonder in my heart, how many of them 
have really fallen in love with the Lord Jesus? 
 
An institutional faith suggests that if I complete the checklist, if I do all of the right things, my 
relationship with the Lord is right. It may even seem like a person is going through the motions.  
 
An intentional faith is very different. Have you fallen in love with the Lord? Have you intentionally 
invited him to abide in your heart? I am reminded of that beautiful verse in the Book of Revelation 
where Jesus pleads: Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, then I will enter his (her) house and dine with him (her), and he (she) with me. (3:20) 
 
In his painting, The Light of the Word (1854), the artist, William Hunt, depicts Jesus standing outside 
the door of a humble cottage, lantern in hand, as it is dusk, gently knocking on the door. It should be 
noted that there is no handle on the outside of the door, which makes it impossible for Jesus to open 
the door by Himself. He waits patiently and lovingly for the resident of the cottage to welcome him. 
Jesus is not about to impose Himself on anyone.  
 
Have you opened the door of your heart to Jesus? Have you deliberately invited Him into your heart? 
Over the years, have you fallen more deeply in love with the Lord? Are you and the Lord growing 
together as lovers?  
 
How does our Parish Spiritual Family help our members to have this kind of deep friendship with the 
Lord? How do we go out into the community to invite others to discover Jesus, to fall in love with 
Jesus, to follow Him, and to worship Him? How is the Holy Spirit inspiring us to help people make this 
critical shift from institutional faith to intentional faith? It is this fire of love for the Lord that will set our 
parish family ablaze and the light of this love will begin to spread far and wide! 
 
Let us pray! 
 
Holy Spirit, draw us closer to you. Keep us out of Your way. Reveal to us Your plan which will inflame 
us with the fire of Your love. Touch the heart of every member of our Parish Family. Give us Your 
holy gifts of wisdom, integrity, and honesty. Write the values we hold as Your Spiritual Family on the 
heart of every member. May Your love impel us to go forth on mission, bringing Your healing and 
hope to every person we encounter. Make us Your joyful disciples so that we can invite more and 
more people to discover, follow, and worship Jesus! We make our prayer in His name. Amen.  
 

 



St. Mary Parish Office 
312 S. State Street 
Appleton, WI 54911 
920-739-5119 
Website: stmaryparish.org 

Business Hours: 
Mon - Thurs, 9am-4pm 
closed Fridays 
Contact us: 
stmary@stmaryparish.org 

 
  

MINISTERS & SUPPORT STAFF 

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor 
wdswitz@stmaryparish.org 
cell 920-422-4316 

 
Deacon Gerry Schraufnagel 
schraufnagel@stmaryparish.org 
cell 920-540-9594 

 
Chris Higgins 

 Director of Business Administration 
 & Information Technology 
 chiggins@stmaryparish.org                                              

Tracy Turba 
Minister of Young Disciples 
tturba@stmaryparish.org 

 
Mary Ellen Fisher 
Bookkeeping Assistant 
mefisher@stmaryparish.org 

Julie Morse 
Administrative Assistant 
stmary@stmaryparish.org 

 

   
 
Nadine Duncan 
Director of Pastoral Administration & 
Pastoral Care 
nduncan@stmaryparish.org 

 
Tom Walter 
Liturgical Music 
twalter@stmaryparish.org  

 
Chip Acker 
Cemetery & Facilities Management 
cacker@stmaryparish.org 
 

Parish Trustees 
Ted Suess 920-636-8855 
Carol Frahm 920-733-0207                                       
                                                                               
Pastoral Leadership Council Chair 
Beth Power 703-819-4829 

 
Finance Council Chair 
Larry Bonneville 920-419-3097 
 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill at least 6 
months before your planned wedding date. 

 
Baptism 
Congratulations! Contact Nadine Duncan for 
information. 

 
Confession 
Sat. 9-10am and Tues. 6:15-7:15pm 

 
St. Mary Cemetery 
920-882-4158 
cemetery@stmaryparish.org 
Website: stmaryparishcemetery.org 

 

Xavier Catholic School System 
920-735-9380 

 


