
May God watch over you through every step of 

every single day.  

May you be blessed by God's infinite grace on 

this day and for the rest  

of your life. 

Wishing you an amazing Mother’s Day filled 

with the light of the Lord! 

Human Concerns  

World Relief Collection 

 Thank You! 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who donated to 

our World Relief Collection during Lent.  We were 

able to donate approximately $3000 worth of 

merchandise to help our Afghan and other 

refugee sisters and brothers settle in our area.  

Mike Brouillard, Carol Schubert (both pictured), 

Katie Schuh, and Annie Van Stralen delivered 

the items to World Relief here  in Appleton. 



“Ripples of God’s love from our hearts to all hearts.” 

Our mission compels us through our relationship with Jesus Christ to love and serve each other and 
all people. At St. Mary Parish we strive to be an open welcoming environment for all, including those 
who may feel rejected or abandoned by the Church. 

Join us for a conversation on inclusion in the spirit of Pope Francis’ Call to Journey Together, 
“Listening and Learning and Loving”. 

Who: 
Members of the LGBTQ+ community, their families and friends, and the St. Mary Parish Family 

When: 
Sunday, May 15, 2022 at 5:00 pm (Light refreshments) 

Where: 
St. Mary Parish Community Room, 
312 S. State St. Appleton, WI 54911 

Facilitated by: 
Fr. Greg Greiten, Pastor St. Bernadette Parish, Milwaukee 
Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor St. Mary Parish, Appleton 

St Mary's Book Club News

Next month's book is Extreme Measures: Finding a 

Better Path to the End of Life by Jessica Nutik Zitter and 

will be discussed on June 14th. 

For more information, please contact Mary Schulz, 920-

809-4474.  All are warmly welcome to join!



In celebration of Earth Day, St. Mary's Care of Creation Ministry is asking for your help to pick up 
trash from the banks of the Fox River along our cemetery and neighboring properties. 

This event is being held this Saturday, May 7 beginning at 9 a.m. in conjunction with the Fox-Wolf 
Watershed Cleanup Day. 

Please meet at the St. Mary Cemetery office (2121 W. Prospect Ave.) and wear appropriate clothing. 
If you have questions, please contact Chip Acker, manager of St. Mary's Cemetery, at 920-882-4158. 

This could be a great opportunity for everyone including Scouts or high school students looking for 
service hours. 

Fundraiser Raffle and Shamrock Shenanigans 2022! 

Goal:  $20,000 

Reached: $19,440 (97%) 

We are so close to our goal; please help us 

finish off strong! Shamrock Shenanigans and 

the raffle have been our main fundraisers prior 

to the last two years.  These activities were a 

major source of funding for our parish 

operations generating $20,000 each year.  

Let's fill in the shamrock and reach our 

goal of $20,000. 

Senior Connection Gathering 

Mark your calendars to join us on May 26th after 

the 12:05 pm Mass for a Pot Luck sponsored by 

the Senior Connection Committee.  We will have 

soup, salad, dessert and a chance to visit with 

old friends and make new ones.  Watch the 

bulletin for more information. 



Bookkeeper 
St. Mary Parish Appleton 

Part-time (32 hrs/wk)/Benefit eligible  

Includes a Xavier Schools Tuition discount benefit 

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES:   

The Bookkeeper is involved in all aspects of the day to-day accounting functions (Cash Receipts, 

A/R, A/P and general ledger) of the organization; and will be actively involved in the month end 

closing process by preparing journal entries, account reconciliations, and budget to actual 

comparisons. In addition, the bookkeeper will generate and analyze financial reports as needed and 

coordinate volunteers counting weekly receipts.   

MINIMUM KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  

“Join a team that embraces and ministers in the spirit of Catholic Social Teachings of justice, 

inclusion, and hospitality.”  

• Associate or Bachelor degree in accounting or business required

• 2 to 3 years of accounting related experience or equivalent combination of education and

experience

• Experience with accounting software, QuickBooks preferred

• Attention to detail

• Excellent written and verbal communication skills

• Ability to multi-task

• Strong organizational skills

• Experience with MS Office, with strong Excel skills

• Able to work well in a team environment

• Keeps sensitive information confidential

These statements are intended to describe the general nature and level of work performed by 

employees assigned to this job classification. They are not intended to be an exhaustive list of all 

responsibilities, duties and skills required.   

To apply please send a resume and cover letter to techadmin@stmaryparish.org 

mailto:techadmin@stmaryparish.org






St. Joe's Food Collection: this weekend! 
The May collection for the St. Joseph Food Program is canned fruits and vegetables. Also included 

are dried fruits.   

No glass containers, perishables, or anything with expired used by dates, please. 

A Grateful & Blessed Family 

Spring is in full bloom – God’s glory is all around us! If you want to help St. Mary Parish flourish, now 

is the perfect time to make the switch to eGiving. You can sign up from your computer, smartphone or 

tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a one-time gift; you’ll be growing our ministries that 

share the Good News of God’s love.  

Your recurring gifts will sustain and strengthen our parish. You provide us with consistent support that 

helps us always be at the ready with programs, services, and ministries for our church families and 

for those in need throughout the community.  

Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/WI990, or text ‘Enroll’ to 920-294-1189. 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish family. 

God Bless You, 

Fr Bill 





the Saints do not answer our prayers. They bring our prayers to 
the Lord. The clearer we can be about this, the better will be 
our relationships with our non-Catholic sisters and brothers, 
who are under the impression that we pray to Mary and the 
Saints.  Again, we really don’t; we ask them to pray for us. 

In June of 2020, Pope Francis added three titles for Mary into 
the Litany of Loreto. I think these additional titles help us to 
have a deeper understanding of Mary. These titles are Mother 
of Mercy, Mother of Hope, and Solace of Migrants. Mary is not 
some wallflower all pretty in sky blue. She is a woman close to 
her children, realizing that many of them are struggling 
mightily. She has never appeared to the in crowd; she has 
always drawn near to children and the poor, to those who think 
they are nobodies and treated as such. Mary speaks truth to 
power. She celebrates the mighty being thrown off of their 
proud thrones and the lowly being lifted to high places. Her 
Magnificat, her Song of Yes, is a powerful reminder that the 
Lord is about turning the tables. It is the stranger and the 
orphan and the widow that are highly esteemed by Mary and 
her Lord. She is the embodiment of mercy, which comes from a 
Hebrew word meaning the womb. Mary, likened to God the 
Father, holds us close to her heart. She is the herald of hope, a 
hope that always greets the dawn of a new and better day. Mary 
is close to migrants and refugees. She has a special love for 
them because sometimes not enough of us have that same love.

Pope Francis encourages us to pray the Rosary for Peace each 
day during the month of May, keeping in mind especially the 
people whose lives are shredded by war in Ukraine, Iraq, Syria, 
Yemen, and so many countries in Africa. 

Let us ask Mary, the Untier of Knots and the Mother of Mercy, 
to bring our knotted hurts and struggles to Jesus, our Healer 
and Savior!

Happy Mother’s Day, Mary, Mother of God! Happy Mother’s 
Day to all our Moms still with us or at home with the Lord. We 
love you!

In Joy & Sorrow W i t h F r . B i l l

S w i c h t e n b e r g

 
 

 
It is all a matter of perspective. For the crew of a schooner, 
equipped with many sails, the degree of proficiency in tying the 
right knot at the right time is important to racing safety and 
success. Knots are a sailor’s friend. 

For the rest of us, knots can be a source of frustration. I don’t 
know how many times my shoelaces have become 
unmanageable knots when I am in a rush to take off my shoes. 
Perhaps you have had a fine gold chain that just seems to knot 
when you pick it up off your dresser top or out of your jewelry 
box. Out comes a needle and you attempt a delicate surgery to 
remove that knot, not always being successful. 

During the month of May, as we look to Mary, the Mother of 
God and the Mother of the Church, I would like to call your 
attention to a popular devotion to Mary as the Untier of Knots. 
In my prayer space, I have this image of Mary. The original 
painting, created by Joann Georg Melchior Schmidtner right 
around 1700, hangs in a church in Bavaria, Germany. Mary 
stands on a slice of the moon, with a dove above her head, as she 
unties knots from a long ribbon, all the while crushing the 
serpent Satan with her foot. 

I like to describe Mary as a realist. She, as is every good mother, 
is well aware of the knots in the lives of her children. These knots 
can be from memories of a traumatic childhood. These knots 
can be attributed to an addiction or guilt or shame or an 
unwillingness to forgive. These knots can come from unresolved 
anger or a strained relationship or a mental illness. There may be 
as many knots as there are human beings. Even in Mary’s heart 
was the knot that always bothered her, specifically the prediction 
made in the Jerusalem Temple by the Prophet Simeon, his arms 
cradling the Infant Jesus, that a sword of sorrow would pierce 
Mary’s heart. 

Like a mother who is tender, close and compassionate, Mary 
wants to undo the knots in our lives. I believe that if we really 
need her help, Mary is eager to be at your side, to bring our 
needs to the Lord, who is the First Untier of Knots. 

Remember that only God answers our prayers, through Jesus, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Mary and all the Saints are 
powerful intercessors. We ask Mary and the Saints to pray for us.  
In a careful theology of prayer, we have to be clear that Mary and 

The Transfiguration of Jesus was a prefiguring of the 
Resurrection of Jesus. As Jesus and his companions 
journeyed towards Jerusalem and Jesus’ horrific demise on 
the Tree of the Cross, hopefully they could hold onto the 
Transfiguration vision. Jesus’ glory is always stronger than 
any difficulty. Jesus’ glory is always stronger than any 
hatred or violence. Jesus’ glory even undoes death. The 
Father would never abandon His Beloved Son or allow the 
Son’s death to have the final word. The Father never 
abandons us and will not allow violence or war or hatred to 
have the final word. The light of the Lord’s love glows 
brilliantly around you and me. The light of the Lord’s love 
breaks open our hearts with unspeakable joy and hope. 
Darkness is no match for the glory of the Lord Jesus.

Maybe the Rev. Malcolm Guite’s sonnet titled 
“Transfiguration” says it best.

For that one moment, in and out of time,

On that one mountain where all moments meet,

The daily veil that covers the sublime

In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet.

There were no angels full of eyes and wings,

Just living glory full of truth and grace.

The love that dances at the heart of things

Shone out upon us from a human face.

And to that light the light in us leaped up,

We felt it quicken somewhere deep within,

A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope

Trembled and tingled through the tender skin.

Nor can this blackened sky, this darkened scar,

Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are.

 the season but am anticipating the mystery which 
Christmas is: God's magnificent and marvelous love 
made visible in the person of Jesus. It is because of the 
Incarnation that all of creation becomes a sacrament of 
the divine. All of creation, including you and me, bears 
within itself the spark of the divine. It does all of us 
good to think about that mystery of the Incarnation 
during the holy season of Advent. "Christ is the 
masterpiece of love in the midst of a creation designed 
for love, not a divine plumber come to fix the mess of 
original sin." (from Philippe Yates, The Theology of 
John Duns Scotus)   

How do you and I nourish the spark of the divine  
within us? How do we bring the divine to others just as 
Mary, very much pregnant, visited Elizabeth, and 
brought Jesus to her.  

Saint Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador, one of 
the newest saints of the Catholic Church, wrote these 
challenging words: 

No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without being 
truly poor. The self-sufficient, the proud, those who, 
because they have everything, look down on others, those 
who have no need even of God - for them there will be no 
Christmas. Only the poor, the hungry, those who need 
someone to come on their behalf, only they will have 
someone. That someone is God, Emmanuel, God-with-us... 

05.08.2022



Mass Times 
Mon., May 9, 8:00am 

Tue., May 10, 8:00am 

Wed., May 11, 12:05pm 

 Thur., May 12, 12:05 pm 

Sat., May 14, 4:30pm 

Sun., May 15, 7:45am 

9:45am 

6:30pm 

Intention 
Mass at St. Bernard Parish 

Mass at St. Bernard Parish 

Bill Hoffman 

Parishioners of St Mary 

Steve & Mary Scannell 

Kathy Kirsling 

Ted Miller 

Special Intention 

In Loving Memory 
If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be remembered in the bulletin, call the parish office at 

920-739-5119.

Prayer Requests 
Contact Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com) or Ann Walkowski (920-428-0969) if you have a prayer 

need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets. 

Events Calendar 
Monday, May 9 

7:00pm  Boy Scouts/St Anne Room 

8:00pm  Al-Anon Meeting/Lower Level Room 6 

Tuesday, May 10 

10:30am  Homily Connect Group/Lower Level Room 7

2:00pm  Rosary Group/Church 

6:00pm Facilities Committee/Community Room 

6:15pm Confession/Chapel  

Wednesday, May 11 

9:00am  Mom's Group/Babysitting Room 

9:00am  Connect, Pray, Reflect on the Sunday Scriptures/Lower Level Room 7 

4:45pm Beacon - Elementary 

6:15pm Beacon - Middle School 

Friday, May 13 

Parish Office closed! 

Saturday, May 14  

St Joe's Food Collection 

9:00am Confession/Chapel 

10:00am  Neuro Endocrine Cancer Support Group/Lower Level Room 7 

4:30pm  Adult Choir sings at Mass 

Sunday, May 15  

Pancake Breakfast! 

5:00pm Beacon - High School 

mailto:lauriejrichter@gmail.com


St. Mary Parish Office 

312 S. State Street 

Appleton, WI 54911 

920-739-5119 

Website:  stmaryparish.org 

 

MINISTERS & SUPPORT STAFF 

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor 

wdswitz@stmaryparish.org 

cell 920-422-4316  
 

Deacon Gerry Schraufnagel 

schraufnagel@stmaryparish.org 

cell 920-540-9594     
 

Chris Higgins 

Director of Business Administration & Information 

Technology   

chiggins@stmaryparish.org 

 

Nadine Duncan 

Director of Pastoral Administration & Pastoral 

Care 

nduncan@stmaryparish.org 

 

Tom Walter 

Liturgical Music 

twalter@stmaryparish.org   
 

Chip Acker 

Cemetery & Facilities Management 

cacker@stmaryparish.org 

 

Parish Trustees 

Ted Suess  920-636-8855 

Carol Frahm 920-733-0207 

 

Pastoral Leadership Council Chair 

Beth Power  703-819-4829 

 

Finance Council Chair 

Larry Bonneville  920-419-3097 

Hours 

Mon - Thurs, 8:30am-4:30pm 

closed Fridays 

Contact us: 

stmary@stmaryparish.org  

 

 

Tracy Turba 

Minister of Young Disciples 

tturba@stmaryparish.org  

 

Emily Wallace 

Communication Coordinator &  

Project Specialist 

ewallace@stmaryparish.org 

 

Julie Morse 

Administrative Assistant 

stmary@stmaryparish.org    

 

Marriage 

Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill at least 6 

months before your planned wedding date. 

 

Baptism 

Congratulations! Contact Nadine Duncan for 

information. 
 

Confession 

Sat. 9-10am and Tues. 6:15-7:15pm (except for 

the 1st Tues. of the month) 
 

St. Mary Cemetery 

920-882-4158 

 

Xavier Catholic School System 

920-735-9380 
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