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One of the lessons that I hope all of us have 

learned from the pandemic of the last year 

and a half is that sheltering in and isolation 

are painful and unhealthy conditions that 

stifle the human spirit. Human beings 

cannot thrive without being close to other 

human beings. We cannot live in a bubble, 

motivated by self-sufficiency and 

indifference or disregard of others. We are 

interconnected to one another. We are all 

brothers and sisters together. What impacts 

one of us, impacts all of us. This human 

solidarity is constituent of the Gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. What that simply means 

is that we cannot live apart from each other. 

 
There are many issues of the day that 

impinge upon us because they are a threat 

to our solidarity as a human family. We 

cannot put our heads in the sand and ignore 

these issues or refuse to pray and think 

about them. These are the issues that impact 

the very fabric of our sense of the sacred 

dignity of every human person. Every 

human being, born or unborn, is created in 

the very image and likeness of God. We can 

never disregard or dismiss or demean 

another human being.  

 
This story of the preciousness of the human 

person began in the wombs of our mothers, 

and, dare I say, even before that, in the 

womb of God, our Creator. Since the 

beginning of time, we have struggled to get 

this right as a human family. The willful 

ending of the life of a precious human being 

in the womb is always categorically evil. 

The stain of abortion on every page of our 

human history is heart- and soul-crushing 

for the Lord and for every one of his friends 

and followers. We can never be right with 

the Lord, with each other, or right with 

ourselves until we rid our human family of 

the evil of abortion. Pope Francis believes 

this. Bishop Ricken believes this. I believe 

this. I hope and pray that you, too, believe 

this. Our precious little ones in the womb 

are counting on you and me to be their 

voices. They cry out to the Lord to be 

acknowledged as fellow human beings who 

have a right to life. Our unborn little ones, 

so precious, want to move every human 

heart in their direction, to bear an 

overwhelming love for them. Until we 

change hearts, changing Roe vs Wade, or 

any law, will not remove the stain of 

abortion from our human story. 

 
We, the disciples of Jesus, are deeply 

disturbed by the direction of every and any 

administration at the local or federal level 

that disregards the sacredness of the lives of 

our unborn sisters and brothers. A federal 

budget that removes the Helms 

Amendment from its pages, an amendment 

that makes it impossible for federal tax 

dollars to be used to procure abortions in 

other countries who receive aid from the 

United States, is unacceptable.  

 
Our Catholic Bishops write this: By 

eliminating the Helms Amendment, H.R. 4373 

could force recipient countries that have strong 

legal and cultural opposition to abortion to 

embrace it in order to receive desperately needed 

help for their people. Pope Francis has referred to 

this type of situation as ideological colonization. 

Moreover, this legislation pays for abortions and 

abortion advocacy with the hard-earned tax 

dollars of Americans - 75% of whom say their 
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tax dollars should not be used to pay for 

abortions overseas. While this legislation 

contains many positive provisions that provide 

assistance to the poor and vulnerable worldwide, 

including the protection of refugees, increases to 

humanitarian assistance, and protection of the 

environment, nothing can justify subsidizing 

the taking of human life. 

 
Note well that there is always a big picture 

that cries out to be considered. We can 

never be single-issue Christians. We have to 

find ways to address together all of the pro-

life issues. Frankly, if we do not address the 

issue of care for our common home, our 

Mother Earth, our planet just possibly may 

not be here for future generations. If we 

invest in programs that address the lack of 

education and affordable housing, limited 

access to health care, and address 

inadequate wages, all of which impact the 

rates of unplanned and unwanted 

pregnancies, we will most likely decrease 

the number of abortions across our land. If 

we tell the stories of the beauty of adoptions 

by heterosexual and same-sex couples, we 

will likely decrease the number of abortions 

across our land. Every decrease in the 

number of abortions is a victory for us as a 

human family. Could we not find a way to 

work with every administration to 

accomplish this goal? 

 
In the meantime, we have to be there for 

Moms and Dads who, for whatever reason, 

are considering ending the life of their child. 

And, if we are successful, we have to be 

there for them as they struggle to provide 
for their newborn baby. And in every 
moment, we have to pray that human hearts 
everywhere are transformed and absolutely 
convinced of the inviolability of human life in 
the womb. Let’s build more compassion into 
the foundation of our human family. We 
need to work together for practical victories. 
Victories in principle will not get us to where 
we need to be. 
 
I encourage you to reach out to your 
Congress Person and our US Senators. 
 
For Wisconsin’s District 8, Representative 
Michael Gallagher, 1230 Longworth HOB, 
Washington, DC, 202-225-5665, or email 
from gallagher.house.gov. 
 
Our Wisconsin Senators are Tammy 
Baldwin, 709 Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC, 20510, (202) 224-5653, or 
email from baldwin.senate.gov., and Ron 
Johnson, 328 Hart Senate Office Building, 
(202) 228-6965, or email from 
ronjohnson.senate.gov.  

 


