
CONNECT WITH US
312 S. State Street
Appleton, WI 54911

920-739-5119
stmaryparish.org
stmary@stmaryparish.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thur 8:00 am-1:00 pm

BAPTISM Contact the the parish office 
CONFESSION Saturdays, 9 - 10 AM & 
Tuesdays, 6:15-7:15 PM, except for the 1st 
Tuesday of the month
MARRIAGE Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill in the parish 
office at least 6 months before your planned wedding date.
ST MARY CEMETERY 920-882-4158
XAVIER CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 920-735-9380

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30 PM
Sunday 9:45 AM, with live stream

6:30 PM
Monday 5:30 PM
Tuesday 5:30 PM
Wednesday 12:05 PM, with live stream
Thursday 12:05 PM, with live stream

August 9, 2020
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
MATTHEW  14:27
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IN JOY & SORROW with Fr. Bill
Swichtenberg

While most of us do not write a last will and testament 
before our death, and I don’t think I am planning to do 
so, there are some who do.  I am thinking of Saints Pope 
Paul VI and Pope John Paul II, and Brother Christian 
de Cherges, one of the seven French Trappist monks 
martyred in Algeria in 1996. I believe that Pope-Emeritus 
Benedict XVI has also prepared a statement that is to be 
made public after his death.  Jesus, as the Last Supper, 
delivered his Last Will and Testament in spoken form to 
his closest companions on the eve of his death.  These 
beautiful parting words of Jesus are recorded for all of us 
in Chapters 14 through 17 in the Gospel of John. 

Congressman John Lewis requested that the New York 
Times publish his Last Will and Testament on the day of 
his funeral, which was on Thursday, July 30, in Atlanta.  
Perhaps you missed seeing this beautiful message, so I 
thought I would share it with you in full.

“While my time here has now come to an end, I want you to 
know that in the last days and hours of my life you inspired 
me. You filled me with hope about the next chapter of the 
great American story when you used your power to make 
a difference in our society. Millions of people motivated 
simply by human compassion laid down the burdens of 
division. Around the country and the world you set aside 
race, class, age, language and nationality to demand 
respect for human dignity.

That is why I had to visit Black Lives Matter Plaza in 
Washington, though I was admitted to the hospital the 
following day. I just had to see and feel it for myself 
that, after many years of silent witness, the truth is still 
marching on.

Emmett Till was my George Floyd. He was my Rayshard 
Brooks, Sandra Brooks and Breonna Taylor. He was 14 
when he was killed, and I was only 15 years old at the 
time. I will never ever forget the moment when it became 
so clear that he could easily have been me. In those 
days, fear constrained us like an imaginary prison, and 
troubling thoughts of potential brutality committed for no 
understandable reason were the bars.

Though I was surrounded by two loving parents, plenty of 
brothers, sisters and cousins, their love could not protect 
me from the unholy oppression waiting just outside 
that family circle. Unchecked, unrestrained violence and 
government-sanctioned terror had the power to turn a 
simple stroll to the store for some Skittles [Trayvon Martin] 
or an innocent morning jog down a lonesome country road 
into a nightmare (Ahmaud Arbery]. If we are to survive as 
one unified nation, we must discover what so readily takes 
root in our hearts that could rob Mother Emanuel Church 
in South Caroline of her brightest and best, shoot unwitting 
concertgoers in Las Vegas and choke to death the hopes 
and dreams of a gifted violinist Elijah McCain.

Like so many young people today, I was searching for a 
way out, or some might say a way in, and then I heard the 
voice of Dr Martin Luther King Jr on an old radio. He was 
talking about the philosophy and discipline of nonviolence. 

He said we are all complicit when we tolerate injustice. He 
said it is not enough to say it will get better by and by. He 
said each of us has a moral obligation to stand up, speak 
up and speak out. When you see something that is not 
right, you must say something. You must do something. 
Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation 
must do its part to help build what we called the Beloved 
Community, a nation and world society at peace with itself.

Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem 
the soul of America by getting in what I call good trouble, 
necessary trouble. Voting and participating in the 
democratic process are key. The vote is the most powerful 
nonviolent change agent you have in a democratic society. 
You must use it because it is not guaranteed. You can lose 
it.

You must also study and learn the lessons of history 
because humanity has been involved in this soul-
wrenching, existential struggle for a very long time. People 
on every continent have stood in your shoes, through 
decades and centuries before you. The truth does not 
change, and that is why the answers worked out long 
ago can help you find solutions to the challenges of 
our time. Continue to build union between movements 
stretching across the globe because we must put away our 
willingness to profit from the exploitation of others.

Though I may not be with you, I urge you to answer the 
highest calling of your heart and stand up for what you 
truly believe. In my life I have done all I can to demonstrate 
that the way of peace, the way of love and nonviolence is 
the more excellent way. Now it is your turn to let freedom 
ring.

When historians pick up their pens to write the story of the 
21st century, let them say that it was your generation who 
laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last and that peace 
finally triumphed over violence, aggression and war. So I 
say to you, walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and 
let the spirit of peace and the power of everlasting love be 
your guide.”

Embedded in this beautiful plea to all of us is the clarion 
call to stand up and speak out to affirm the sacred dignity 
of every human person. Because every life matters, 
certainly Black Lives Matter as we acknowledge hundreds 
of years of oppression and brutality against our minority 
sisters and brothers. The Catholic Church in America 
certainly played a sad and unconscionable role in this 
slavery and discrimination. John Lewis reminds us that 
we must be about building up the Kingdom of God where 
there is a solidarity among all of God’s Family. He echoes 
the concern of the author of the Gospel of John that we 
become a “Beloved Community,” which is marked by 
overwhelming compassion for every person.  May John 
Lewis petition the Lord to give us the courage to always 
stand up and speak out for equal and divine justice for all!

Father Bill +



August 9, 2020 WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
Mon, Aug 10

Tue., Aug 11
Wed., Aug 12
Thur., Aug 13
Sat., Aug 15
Sun., Aug 16

5:30 pm For the physical & 
spiritual well-being of Paul Gerard 
Engel
5:30 pm Nicolas Jacob
12:05 pm Parishioners of St. Mary
12:05 pm Dave & Debbie Wagner
4:30 pm Luke Zuleger
9:45 am Mary Wilson, Tom & 
Arlene Rogers Family, Luke 
Zuleger
6:30 pm Tom & Arlene Rogers 
Family

ST MARY PARISH SUPPORT
August 2020 Budget Received Variance

received 7/27-7/31 7,517
 August month-to-

date
$67,000 $0 $-67,000

7/1/19-8/31/20

Fiscal Year To Date $127,000 $0 $-127,000

IN LOVING MEMORY
Please pray for the family of Keith & Kathy Barth.  Keith’s 
father, LeRoy Barth, passed away recently. May fond 
memories comfort you at this time. If you have lost a 
loved one and would like him or her to be remembered in 
the bulletin, call the parish office at 739-5119.

MASS INTENTIONS
There are open Mass intentions for this month and 
beyond.  Please contact Julie in the parish office to 
schedule.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE
If you know of an incident of sexual abuse of a person 
who is now under the age of 18 by a priest, deacon, 
employee or volunteer, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY CALL 
THE CIVIL AUTHORITIES AND THEN THE DIOCESE. If 
the person was abused as a minor but is now an adult, 
please contact any of the following individuals: 
Courtney Coopman, Victim Assistance Coordinator 
(920) 272-8174 or 1-877-270-8174 
Deacon Dan Wagnitz, Safe Environment Coordinator 
(920) 272-8171

SEMINARIAN COLLECTION
Our Seminarians Need Your Help:  Over the past 15 
years, our diocese has witnessed incredible growth in 
all vocations including the priesthood.  Let’s keep that 
growth going and support our future spiritual fathers!  
Please be generous with our Annual Seminarian 
Collection: Hope for the Future, Help them Today.  An 
important letter will arrive in your mailbox this week 
asking for your help. 

The total annual cost for our 14 seminarians is around 
$1,000,000.  As friends and followers of Jesus, we 
support each other.  In order to make your gift today, 
visit www.catholicfoundationgb.org/give.

This weekend, Juan Altamirano will be at Masses to 
talk about his experiences as a seminarian.

NEWSPAPER COLLECTION
We are no longer collecting newspapers at the parish.  
Please recycle them at home.

PRAYER NEEDS
Contact Mary Jo Zilisch (920-734-1182 or 920-843-
1249) or Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com) 
if you have a prayer need. Please remember the 
requests in our prayer baskets.

WHAT IS FAITH DIRECT?
Faith Direct is a secure, super useful and easy way to 

support St. Mary Parish through electronic giving.  There 
are two easy ways to give with Faith Direct:

1. Go to the parish website at stmaryparish.org and click 

on the Blue DONATE button in the upper-right corner of 

the homepage to get started.  

2. Text to Give - Open a new text message and enter 

(920-294-1189)  in the ‘TO’ Field; In the ‘TEXT MESSAGE’ 

field, enter a dollar amount, then hit SEND.  You will be 

prompted for the next steps. 
 

Need help with set-up? Call Faith Direct toll free: 1-866-

507-8757 or contact Pam Acker in the parish office at 

(920) 739-5119 or packer@stmaryparish.org.



19th Sunday in Ordinary Time PARISH CONTACTS
Fr. Bill Swichtenberg 
Pastor 
cell 920-422-4316
wdswitz@stmaryparish.org

Dcn. Gerry Schraufnagel
Deacon
cell 920-540-9594 

Mary Ann Otto
Minister of Missionary  
Discipleship 

Nadine Duncan
Minister of Pastoral Care 

Emily Jenks
Minister of Neighborhood  
Pastoral Outreach & Parish 
Vitality

Tom Walter
Minister of Liturgical  
Music 

Theresa Rohm
Minister of Business  
Administration

Pam Acker
Minister of Bookkeeping 

Chip Acker
Minister of Cemetery &  
Facilities Management

Julie Morse
Minister of Administrative 
Assistance

Kathy Johnson
Minister of Communication 
Support

Joseph Galarowicz 
Parish Trustee 
419-1166

Ted Suess 
Parish Trustee 
636-8855

Cindy Boyer
Pastoral Leadership  
Council Chair  
858-7345

Mike Hurley
Finance Council Chair 
740-7077

NEWS ABOUT OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
INITIATIVE
(Formerly known as our Inter-Parish Religious Formation Program)
The Team is closely following our school districts as they decide how 
they will open the school year. We are creating options for a twice a 
month in-person experience for our children and youth as well as an 
online, virtual option to coincide  with the districts’ decisions.

We will be doing a Zoom Conference with the Catechists next week 
to touch base and offer them an opportunity to share where they are 
at (some of them are in the vulnerable category) and offer them an 
opportunity to see what in person sessions might look like. 

We will also be putting out a call for more assistance on Wed. 
and Sunday evenings. Please consider this two evening a month 
opportunity.  The registration form will offer ways you can assist.

Sacramental Preparation for the grades 2 and 11 have also been in 
the forefront of our discussions. Providing the best parish experience 
for parents, children and youth of both our Public and Catholic School 
families is of utmost importance.  We are currently reviewing materials 
that would be lifegiving for our children and teens whether in person or 
virtual.

We do know that there will be a Zoom Parent Meeting in September 
for all families of Grade 2 children who would like to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation in December.  If your child is older and has 
not celebrated the Sacrament as of yet, you are invited to prepare as 
well. 

Registration will be out soon, please respond as soon as you are able.  

Please contact Mary Ann Otto with questions, comments and concerns 
at 739-5119 or motto@stmaryparish.org 

CLOTH MASKS NEEDED
We are in need of more adult size cloth masks.  Please drop off masks 
at the parish office.

XAVIER TRANSFER GRANT PROGRAM
For this upcoming school year Xavier is excited to announce our 
new Transfer Grant Program. This grant program offers 40 transfer 
grants for public school transfer students to Xavier for grades 5-12. 
These transfer grants help financially year 1 and year 2 of your Xavier 
education. For more information reach out to our admissions team at 
admissions@xaviercatholicschools.org or call 920-735-9380
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